
The PerryScope (for week ending 3/29/20)  
 

Welcome to the Pennsylvania Member of Congress Tracking Report for the week ending March 29, 2020.  It was 
another week where Congress was entirely focused on the COVID-19 pandemic. Click here for the full MoC 
report. The at-a-glance vote trackers for the House and Senate. Each sheet include links that bring you to short 
explainers for all votes tracked. It is updated each week with the bills covered in MoCTrack, and it is sortable by topic. 
 
TRACKING CONGRESS in the AGE of TRUMP 
Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight keeps a running tally of how often every member of the House and Senate votes with or 
against the president. The higher the number, the more the legislator votes to support the Trump agenda.  
 

Member of Congress Career  
116th 
Congress   

Change from last 
report (career) 

Change from last report 
(116th Congress) 

Senator Bob Casey (D) 29.8% 24.3% +0.6% +2.1% 

Senator Pat Toomey (R) 87.9% 85.7% +0.1% +0.4% 

Rep. Scott Perry (R) 89.7% 95.7% NO CHANGE NO CHANGE 

 
PA-10 UPDATES 
 
Despite ‘frustrating choice,’ Perry votes in favor of CARES Act 
The house last week voted to pass H.R. 748, a $2.2 trillion stimulus intended to provide relief to Americans reeling from the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The bill passed the House 419-6, under a suspension of the rules and after a ridiculous 
and literally life-endangering publicity stunt by one of Rep. Perry’s Freedom Caucus cronies, Rep. Thomas Massie of 
Kentucky. The bill had previously passed the Senate 96-0 and was signed by President Trump on March 27. The bill will: 

• Send $1,200 to each American making $75,000 a year or less. 

• Add $600/week to unemployment benefits for four months. 

• Give $100 billion to hospitals and health providers and increases Medicare reimbursements for treating 
coronavirus. 

• Give $750 million to food banks, to Puerto Rico and the other territories for food assistance, and to programs for 
food distribution on American Indian reservations. 

• Make $500 billion of loans or investments to businesses, states and municipalities, and $32 billion in grants to the 
airline industry. 

• Relief for those with federally-backed mortgages. 

• Delay student loan payments 

In his official statement, however, Rep. Perry voiced his dismay at being forced to “cave to the radical Left’s blatant political 
games,” and complained that it “includes tens of billions of dollars for agencies and items completely unrelated to this 
crisis, and have absolutely no place in a pandemic economic relief package.” House Democrats were able to wrangle some 
money for non-health-related organizations hard-hit by the pandemic including transit agencies and the U.S. Postal Service. 
Rep. Perry seemed less concerned about the bill’s $500 billion bailout for large corporations, only a fraction of which will 
require companies to spend the money on keeping employees on the payroll. In 2008, companies like AIG used their share 
of the $700 Wall Street bailout to line the pockets of executives.  
 
Perry earns perfect score from right-wing Club for Economic Growth 
 
The right-wing, anti-labor Club for Growth Foundation recently announced its 2019 congressional “scorecard,” evaluating 
lawmakers’ votes on economic legislation. Perry was among 40 GOP MoCs honored as “Defenders of Economic Freedom.” 
According to club president David McIntosh, the scorecard is the “leading tool for activists, investors, and the media to 
measure how Members of Congress vote on economic policy.” Perry was among an elite group of 24 MoCs who earned a 
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100 percent rating, a list that also tapped more than a dozen of his Freedom Caucus cronies, including Rep. Jim Jordan (R-
OH), Rep. Paul Gosar (R-AZ), and Rep. Chip Roy (R-TX). The club also recognized our very own Sen. Pat Toomey as fourth on 
its list of senators, with a 95 percent rating. See the full list of “honorees” here. 
 
Primary election delayed; voting by mail available  
On March 27, Governor Wolf signed a bill delaying the state primary election until June 2. Pennsylvania joins a dozen other 
states that will hold their primaries that day, dubbed by some as “Super Tuesday II.” Thanks to Governor Wolf’s signature 
on a 2019 overhaul of Pennsylvania election laws, Pennsylvanians can now vote from home in all elections – an 
improvement that could not have come at a better time. Registered voters can apply online here with a valid PA Driver’s 
License or PennDOT ID number.   
Perry hosts third COVID-19 town hall 
 
If social distancing has an upside for Rep. Perry, it’s that it has eliminated criticism of his chosen means of communicating 
with his constituents. Tele-events are all the rage these days and Rep. Perry was certainly an early adopter. An audio 
recording of his April 1 event is available here. According to the description: “topics of discussion included how the public 
can best support each other during quarantine and concerns related to the lack of social distancing in larger cities.” 
 

In closing …   
CRSU wishes everyone health and safety during this unprecedented crisis. Information about the disease itself and what is 
happening here in Pennsylvania is available from the Department of Health website. Lt. Governor John Fetterman offers 
useful and encouraging updates via Twitter. Both Governor Wolf and Secretary of Health Rachel Levine have also been 
providing daily information updates via press conferences also available on Twitter and Facebook Live. These sources can 
help offer the reassurance Pennsylvanians need at this trying time.  
 

Make sure you know what is being done in your name by our legislators.  
Read MoCTrack, because your legislators work for you! 
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